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What has happened on planet earth?

“The World is Flat” [T.L. Friedman,  April 2005]

Ideas are capital…

...and a factor of production [A. Dean & M. Kretschmer, 2007]

Advent of the knowledge economy

Globalization and Convergence of technology

“Local news reporting outsourced to India: A California 

news site hires two to cover Pasadena from afar. That 

helps a shoestring budget go further.”
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The Flat world

Rising trade in IP and IP embedded products and services

If indeed 70% or more of the value of enterprises (in 

developed economies) reposes in intellectual capital, of 

which IP is a major part, then wealth of enterprises and 

nations increasingly depend on how effectively the power 

of IP is harnessed.

In an increasingly flat world where valuable ideas can 

instantly flow from one corner of the globe to another how 

does an enterprise preserve differentiation and recoup the 

investments made in creating IP.

IP as a competitive tool

IP is a powerful competitive tool. 

How does one ensure that an enterprise derives the 

maximum advantage for the longest possible time?

"IP is a tool for wealth creation and national development"  

WIPO Director General.

Invent 

Create 

Leverage 

IP  
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WIPO Executive Program

Stimulate teaching and research in the field of IP 

management

Develop a worldwide network of academics and 

practitioners of IP management

Build a database of IP management case studies

Offer executive education courses in Geneva and select 

location overseas

Colloquium on IP management education in Geneva in 

summer 2008

WIPO Executive Program - Courses

Strategic Intellectual Property Management, Geneva, 

September 2006

Strategic Intellectual Property Management, Goa, March 2007

Strategic Innovation, Technology and Intellectual Property 

Management, Geneva, April 2007

Forthcoming Programs:

Biotechnology: Strategies for Management of IP, Biotechnology: Strategies for Management of IP, ChicagoChicago, , 

June 11June 11--14, 200714, 2007

Strategic Intellectual Property Management, Geneva, Strategic Intellectual Property Management, Geneva, 

September 17September 17--18, 200718, 2007

Strategic Intellectual Property Finance, Geneva, Strategic Intellectual Property Finance, Geneva, 

November 12November 12--14, 200714, 2007
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Sample Faculty

Walter Herbst Kellogg School of Management

Robert Pitkethly Oxford University

Tony Tangena Senior Vice President Philips

WIPO Executive Program - Snapshots
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WIPO Executive Program - Snapshots

WIPO Executive Program - Snapshots
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Challenges

IP is a relatively new subject of study…

...especially in the emerging economies and the developing 

countries.

Burgeoning demand for IP education and research

Supply is woefully inadequate:

Lack of awareness

Lack of courses

Lack of teaching materials

Lack of teachers

Lack of research

Recent Developments on the International IP 

Education and Research Landscape 

Major milestones:

» WIPO International Symposium on IP Education and 

Research, Geneva, Summer 2005

» WIPO National Symposia on IP Education and 

Research, Cape Town, Delhi, Manila, Rio, Kuala Lumpur, August 2005 to 

April 2007

» WIPO International Symposium of IP Academies, 

Rio de Janeiro, March 2007
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WIPO International Symposium on IP Education 

and Research, Geneva, Summer 2005

WIPO National Symposia on IP Education and 

Research, Cape Town, Delhi, Manila, Rio, Kuala Lumpur, 

August 2005 to April 2007

International Symposium

Recommendations included the following:

Encourage and advocate strengthening of governmental 

support for IP education and research 

Help developing countries establish institutional bases 

(e.g., IP research centers) and more effective 

mechanisms to collect and disseminate documentation 

for IP education and research (IP libraries)

Develop the inter-disciplinary nature of IP in curricula, 

and to bring other partners, such as those in the field of 

economics, business management, engineering, science 

and technology, culture, environment and sociology 

into that process 
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International Symposium

Conduct IP research from a national strategic perspective 

to facilitate national debate and policy formulation in 

developing countries

Start IP education at an early stage with a view to 

fostering a culture which respects creativity and which 

strives to curb IP abuses

Explore various new and different sources of funding to 

enhance IP education and research 

Provide IP researchers in developing countries with 

opportunities to publish their work, both in their 

country, and externally 

International Symposium

Conduct joint research operations involving researchers 

from both developed and developing counties, in an 

attempt to find common grounds for the further 

development of the IP system

Develop a range of models of IP curricula tailored to 

the needs of different target groups such as engineers 

and business managers 

Develop mechanisms allowing universities to 

collaborate internationally through, for example, 

teacher and student exchange programs to promote 

sharing of teaching materials and useful information 

about IP issues.
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WIPO International Symposium 

of IP Academies, 

Rio de Janeiro, March 2007

Global Network of IP Academies

A global network of academies dedicated to the teaching of 

intellectual property (IP) was launched at a meeting 

convened by the WIPO in Rio de Janeiro in March 2007. 

» some ten IP academies or educational institutes 

dedicated to teaching, training and research into IP at the 

national level.

» enhancement of  international cooperation and 

strengthen the delivery of IP education. 
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Global Network of IP Academies

» boost access to IP learning and strengthen the IP human 

resource base in all regions. 

» reflects the growing recognition by policy-makers 

around the world of the pivotal importance of establishing 

IP systems and acquiring IP expertise to promote national 

development strategies. 

» interdisciplinary nature of IP was emphasized as was the 

need to promote IP education beyond law schools and the 

legal community – in engineering, sciences, research and 

development institutions, management, and finance sectors, 

for example.

Global Network of IP Academies

» enhance international cooperation in the field of IP 

education and facilitate the development of effective 

strategies to address the common challenges and tasks 

confronting national IP academies. 

» commitment to undertake a benchmarking exercise of its 

activities to demonstrate the relevance of its work for 

national and regional development. 

» establish an electronic forum to provide information 

about educational training and research activities and to 

promote the free-flow of IP educational materials. 
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Global Network of IP Academies

» study on the compatibility of e-learning management 

platforms, to provide translation services on IP educational 

materials and create an electronic publication on methods 

and policies on IP education and research. 

» explore the possibility of creating an International 

Journal on Intellectual Property and Innovation.

» set up a small secretariat led by the WIPO Academy.

» Next meeting in China in 2008.

Thank you !Thank you !


