EASIMAP PROJECT: Guide on Data Transfer

A report on the process of data transfer from EASIMAP to e-portfolio tools
Introduction
This report: 

· Gives a very brief explanation of the data that is stored within EASIMAP
· Outlines the procedure for transferring data to the RAPID e-portfolio tool developed at Loughborough University
· Outlines the procedure for transferring data to other e-portfolio tools
Data stored within EASIMAP

One of the main outputs of the EASIMAP project is the EASIMAP Tool <URL:http://easimap.lboro.ac.uk/> 

The EASIMAP Tool is a web based system that is designed to enable academics to map programme, module and assessment level intended learning outcomes to the QAA Benchmark Statement for Engineering based on the UK-SPEC.

By mapping intended learning outcomes at each level within the tool, it is possible to say which UK-SPEC statements that any individual assessment on a particular module and degree programme will help a student to achieve.

When a member of staff marks an assessment and enters the details into EASIMAP for a student, the student can then access the feedback given to them by the staff (all stored within EASIMAP) and also see which UK-SPEC statements the assessment has contributed to. An example of a marking screen is given below:-
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Students can then use this information within their PDP/e-Portfolio records, to help them to provide evidence of competence, reflect upon progress and plan future personal and academic development.
Transferring data to RAPID

RAPID <URL:http://rapid.lboro.ac.uk/> is an e-portfolio tool that has been developed at Loughborough University. There are several different versions of RAPID which have been developed to meet specific needs. For the purposes of EASIMAP we are concentrating on the version known as “RAPID Engineering” which is based on the Engineering Council UK’s UK-SPEC.
In this version of RAPID, the skills and attributes that a user can audit are closely aligned with the UK-SPEC. Therefore it is possible for this version of RAPID to accept data directly from EASIMAP as there is a simple mapping between the UK-SPEC statements that any assessment recorded in EASIMAP contributes to, and a specific skill statement that can be audited within RAPID.

An example screenshot of auditing a skill in RAPID is shown below:-
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When a student has an assessment marked by a member of staff within EASIMAP, they can then transfer the data from EASIMAP to RAPID.

When the student uses RAPID after an assessment has been marked in EASIMAP, they will be alerted that they have additional experiences which may contribute to some of the skills stored within RAPID. The student will then have the option of going to a screen where they will be able to see the skills that the EASIMAP assessment may have contributed to, and also the feedback given to them by staff. The student can then use this information to help them decide if they have actually increased their competence in each particular skill.
The data from EASIMAP is then permanently available within the student’s RAPID record so that they can see it each time they audit a relevant skill.
Transferring data to other e-portfolio tools

This procedure is different. Whilst the data and the assessment procedure within EASIMAP remain the same, the method of accessing the feedback and UK-SPEC information from an assessment is different.
In order to use this information in other e-portfolio tools, the EASIMAP tool offers the option for students to log in and access all of the assessment feedback that is stored for them. Whenever new feedback is available, this will be highlighted on screen for the student. They then have the option of downloading the new information in a simple CSV format which contains the UK-SPEC statement(s) potentially contributed to and the feedback and marks received for each aspect of the assignment.
The student can then use this information within their chosen e-portfolio tool.

Richard Goodman

EASIMAP Web-Developer

September 2008
